





MARCH 1, 1937 








Arbor Day Proclamation 


THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 
AND COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 
ALBANY 


The laws of New York require the Commissioner of Education to fix the time 
for the observance of Arbor Day. This responsibility is undertaken with great pleasure 
each spring, and for the current year April 23d, April 30th and May 7th are herewith 
designated. Local school authorities should decide which date will best serve their 
community, and upon it conduct such programs as may be agreeable and fitting. 

Just 65 years ago, a native of our own State, J. Sterling Morton, afterward United 
States Secretary of Agriculture, first proposed the establishment of an “Arbor Day,” 
to be devoted every year to the planting of trees. This day was at first observed in 
a voluntary way, but before long most states of the Union adopted it. 

It early became the occasion of an annual celebration in the public schools of 
America. While the immediate effects of such a custom were sentimental, rather 
than economic, the development of right emotions and habits in millions of school 
children has eventuzlly caused forests and woodlands to be created throughout the land, 
and has aroused a determination to conserve our natural resources. 

Nor are the spiritual values fostered by Arbor Day to be forgotten. Through 
the interest and joy we have gained in beautifying our lawns, estates and parks with 
graceful shade trees and ornamental shrubs, an artistic and esthetic element has been 
brought into our lives, making them deeper and richer. Our poets have often expressed 
for us the symbolic meaning of nature and especially of trees. 

O ye glorious creatures, heirs with us of earth! 

Might we win the secret of our loftier birth, — 

From our depths of being grow like you, and climb 
To our heights of blessing, —life would be sublime! 


(Lucy Larcom) 
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Dates Are Announced for 
School Music Festivals 


Plans are being made for a number of annual 
school music festivals in various parts of the 
State this spring. The following dates and 
places for some of these festivals have been 
announced : 

Chenango County, at Norwich, May 14th 

Cherry Valley, at West Winfield, in May 

Ilion, at Ilion, April 22d-24th 

Le Roy, at Brockport, May 21st-22d 

Niagara Frontier, at Niagara Falls, May 3d- 
5th 

Northern New York, at Potsdam, May 6th- 
8th 

Orange County, at Newburgh, May 5th-7th 

Plattsburg, at Plattsburg, in May 

Rensselaer County Rural, at South Troy, May 
14th 

Skidmore, at Saratoga Springs, April 27th 

Sullivan County, at Liberty, May 14th 

Susquenango, at Sidney, April 23d 

Tri-County, at Cattaraugus, in April 

Western New York, at Fredonia, April 19th- 


23d 
The New York State School Band and 
Orchestra Association will sponsor sectional 


musical contests at the following places: Cuba, 
Fredonia, Ilion, Lowville, Lyons, Manhasset, 
Painted Post, Pine Plains, Rochester (Aquinas 
Institute). Detailed information about these 
may be obtained from the secretary of the asso- 
ciation, Frederick Fay Swift, 127 West street, 
Ilion. 
jacana 


Building Plans Approved 


Building plans approved by the School 
Buildings and Grounds Division of the Depart- 
ment include the following: 

Smithtown Branch, addition and alterations 
to high school, $32,000; approved February 10th 

Marion, site development, $8413.50; approved 
February 16th 

Bolivar, covered steel grandstand for high 
school, $8645.75; approved February 17th 

Gloversville, interior painting of Estee Junior 
High School and McNab Grade School, 
$6710.20; approved February 18th 

Elma, tennis court and ball diamond for 


grade school, $3033; approved February 18th 
Ovid, new grade and high school, $200,000; 


approved February 16th 





THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


New York University To Hold 
Junior High School Conference 


Approximately 3000 persons interested in 
secondary school education will assemble at 
New York University on March 12th and 13th 
for the thirteenth annual junior high school 
conference conducted by the School of Educa- 
tion at Washington Square. A number of 
New York State school officials, including rep- 
resentatives of the State Education Department, 
will participate in the program based on the 
conference theme, “Reducing the Economic 
Waste of Poor Teaching.” 

Coincident with the conference, pupils of 
many junior high schools will present an 
exhibit of their creative efforts. Other events 
on the program include musical entertainment 
by pupils, among them the Hill Billy Band 
from Sullivan county, which will broadcast a 
special program over station WNYC from 6.45 
to 7.15 p. m., Friday, March 12th. The Satur- 
day afternoon panel on Certification of Junior 
High School Teachers, of which Dr Hermann 
Cooper, Assistant Commissioner for Teacher 
Education and Certification, will be chairman, 
will be broadcast from the same radio station 
at 2.30 p. m. 

The conference program will consist of two 
general sessions Friday evening and Saturday 
morning and 16 panel meetings, each devoted 
to a discussion of some phase of the conference 
theme. Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant Com- 
missioner for Secondary Education, will be the 
speaker at the session on Saturday morning. 
His subject will be “Increasing the Educa- 
tional Dividends through Superior Teaching.” 
Members of panels from the State Education 
Department staff include the following: Dr Don 
L. Essex, School Buildings and Grounds Divi- 
sion; Anna Clark Kennedy, Library Extension 
Division; and William C. Smith, Vocational 
and Extension Education Division. 


—_o— 


Dr Howard Hanson, director of the Eastman 
School of Music, has been commissioned to 
write a work for chorus and orchestra to be 
performed in several of the Swedish-American 
Tercentenary celebrations which will occur in 
June and July of 1938, commemorating the 
landing of the first Swedish immigrants at 
Wilmington, Delaware, in 1638. 
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Conference of Supervisors Will Be Held in May 


The third annual conference of supervisors 
and directors of instruction will be held on 
May 14th and May 15th in Albany. The mem- 
bers of committees for this conference are 
announced as follows: 


Committee on the Organization of Super- 
vision: Berten B. Bean, director, upper ele- 
mentary grades, Buffalo; Walter A. Cox, 
director of health education, Albany; Clifford 
M. Gould, supervisor, elementary education, 
Kenmore; Francis E. Griffin, supervisor, State 


Education Department; George F. Jammer, 
superintendent, Wellsville; F. R. Shingle, 
assistant superintendent, Syracuse; Sim J. 


Smith, assistant superintendent, New Rochelle, 
chairman. 


Committee on the Bases of Curriculum Con- 
struction: Anne Holdford, supervisor, elemen- 
tary grades, Central Rural School, Delmar; 
Frances H. Killen, supervisor, elementary 
grades, Dunkirk; Ada R. Madden, supervisor, 
elementary grades, Watertown; Harriett Still- 
man, supervisor, primary grades, Rochester; 
Edith R. Tollerton, grade supervisor, Cortland ; 
Lillian A. Wilcox, director, intermediate grades, 
Buffalo, chairman; Hazel Wolverton, principal, 
elementary school, Canandaigua. 


Committee on Socially Desirable Experiences 
for Elementary School Children: Ruth Ander- 
son, supervisor of “kindergarten and primary 
grades, Utica; Ruth Benton, grade supervisor, 
Central Rural School, Clinton ; Esther Donovan, 
principal, Cathedral Avenue School, Garden 
City; Florine Helen Howes, supervisor, ele- 
mentary grades, East Aurora; Oscar F. Kerlin, 
director of grades, Elmira, chairman; Mrs 
Edith B. Oagley, director of social studies, 
Binghamton. 

Committee on School and Community Rela- 
tionships: Ruth M. Adams, director, elementary 
education, Schenectady; Lucille Allard, super- 
Garden City; Mrs 

supervisor, New 
Mrs Clara S. 

Amsterdam ; 


grades, 
Angell, grade 
Rural School; 
superintendent, 


visor, elementary 
Laura A. 
Berlin Central 
Bacon, assistant 
Bertha Smith, assistant superintendent, Yonkers, 
chairman. 

Committee on Plans and Organisation: Ruth 
Andrus, State Education Department, Albany ; 


Harriet Butler, director, primary grades, 


Buffalo; Christine Ernst, supervisor, interme- 
diate grades, Albany; Maude L. Knowlton, 
supervisor, intermediate grades, Syracuse; Bur- 
ton D. McCormick, supervisor, State Education 
Department, Albany; Lucille Nicol, assistant 
superintendent, New York City, chairman; 
S. F. Warner, principal, Cedarhurst Elemen- 
tary School. 


Committee on Local Arrangements: Ruth 
Abernathy, supervisor, State Education Depart- 
ment, Albany; Irene Hemphill, supervisor, 
primary grades, Albany, chairman; May Pea- 
body, supervisor, State Education Department, 
Albany. 


——-0-—— 


Allied Youth Members 
Study Effects of Alcohol 


A new movement known as Allied Youth has 
been organized in a num-r of high schools. 

Allied Youth members are interested in learn- 
ing more about the effects of alcohol in modern 
life. Study and discussion in semimonthly ses- 
sions of the post are in the nature of results 
rather than cause of the Allied Youth 
program. In _ sociological studies, to 
youth affixes the title, “Show Me Tours,” the 
Allied Youth members are examining alcohol 
as it shows up in the traffic court, the general 
hospital, the mental hospital, industry, homes 
and public affairs. A limited number of text- 
books, promoted by the national organization, 
Allied Youth, Inc., National Education Associa- 
tion Building, Washington, D. C., gives a con- 
necting link between physiology and general 
science courses and the penetrating study of 
alcohol at work in the local community. 


lox al 
which 


Among the commendations of the movement 
is the following from Willard N. Van Slyck, 
president of the Department of Secondary 
School Principals of the National Education 
Association. 

The executive committee of the Department 
of Secondary School Principals of the National 
Education Association approves the Allied 
Youth movement, both as to the philosophy 
which motivates the organization and the pro- 
cedure which is used to promote the education 
of our land regarding the dangers of the liquor 
traffic. 
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THE 


One Hundredth Anniversary 
of Kindergarter Is Observed 


The Association for Childiiood Education is 
observing this year the 100th anniversary of 
the kindergarten. The first kindergarten was 
opened in Blankenburg, Germany, in 1837, and 
the first kindergarten in the United States was 
started in Watertown, Wis., in 1856. 

The program for the anniversary includes 
local and nationwide celebrations which will 
emphasize the stories of how the education of 
young children started abroad and developed in 
this country. Local celebrations as far as 
public events are concerned will be centered 
about the time of Froebel’s birthday on 
April 21st. 

The centennial committee of the Association 
for Childhood Education has in preparation a 
series of leaflets and suggestions for exhibits 
and pageantry and script for radio programs, 
some of which may be obtained by March 15th 
from the office of the association at 1201 16th 
street N. W., Washington, D. C. Copies of 
a historical outline may be obtained from the 
association at 15 cents each. 


——_o——_ 


Office of Education Presents 
New Radio Program 


“Let Freedom Ring,” a new series of weekly 
educational radio programs dramatizing the 
struggle of the human race to win civil liber- 
ties, is being presented by the United States 
Office of Education over the Columbia Broad- 
casting System on Mondays at 10.30 p.m. The 
series is being presented in conjunction with 
the sequicentennial celebration of the United 
States Constitution and dramatizes factual 
stories telling how each personal right was 
written into the Constitution. The program 
for March, April and May follows: 

March Ist, Trial by Jury 

March 8th, Freedom of Speech 

March 15th, Freedom of Press 

March 22d, Freedom of Religion 

March 29th, Freedom of Petition 

April 5th, Right of Assembly 


April 12th, Right of Suffrage 

April 19th, Women’s and Children’s Rights 
April 26th, Patent Rights 

May 3d, Right of Habeas Corpus 

May 10th, Right of Freedom of Home 
May 17th, Right of Racial Equality 


UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF 





NEW YORK 


Visual Instruction Division 
Announces New Slides 


The Visual Instruction 
the following sets of slides: 


G6-B2 


Division announces 


Argentina and the Southern End of 
South America, 29 slides (revised) 


Chile, Peru Bolivia, 40 
(revised ) 


G6-B3 and slides 


G6-B4 Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela and the 
Guianas, 41 slides (revised) 


With the revision of these sets the South America 
material for sixth grade classes in geography has 
been much improved. Teachers who were unable to 
obtain these sets earlier this semester may wish to 
borrow them now for purpose of review. 


G6-E9 Japan, 39 slides 
_ For sixth grade classes in geography. An interest- 
ing and colorful set, ‘including cities and villages, 
people and homes, agriculture, arts and crafts. 
R8-Bj Japan and Its People, 22 slides 


Designed primarily for the small rural school, this 
set covers, in briefer fashion, essentially the same 
ground as the regular set for sixth grade. 


Bj-A Japan, General, 53 slides 


Intended primarily for adult study clubs, for travel 
talks, and other uses outside of the classroom. 


Bj-R Japan, Temples and Shrines, 20 slides 
Rj-T Tokyo, 16 slides 


Many of the slides in these two sets are also in 

cluded in the more general sets on Japan listed above. 

Fs—A The Netherlands East Indies, General, 
47 slides 


The Netherlands’ East 
and Crafts, 19 slides 


These two sets are intended for adult groups. For 
school use (sixth grade) see set G6-—C49, The Nether- 
lands East Indies, 24 slides, announced in Handbook 


Fs—C Indies, Arts 


Ti Ru Rubber, 29 slides 


The production of crude rubber in Brazil and in 
the East Indies. In Brazil the gathering of “ wild” 
rubber is contrasted with recent developments on the 
huge Ford plantation. In the East Indies the essen 
tial stages in the production of rubber for export on 
the plantations of the United States Rubber Company 
are shown, from clearing the jungle to baling the 
rubber for shipment. <A _ few slides showing the 
gathering and preparation of balata in the tropical 
forests of South America are also included. 
Ti Su Cane Sugar, 36 slides 

Scenes from several of the principal producing 
areas of the world. Special emphasis is given to 
modern plantation methods in the Hawaiian Islands, 
including cultivating, harvesting, milling and by- 
products. 


—_O0————- 


Union College observed the 142d anniversary 
of the granting of its charter in 1795 at a 
Founders’ Day convocation on February 27th. 
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Death Ends Effective Service of Joseph H. Hixson 


Joseph H. Hixson, Director of the School 
Buildings and Grounds Division of the Depart- 
ment since 1929, died at his home in Albany on 
February 16th. He had been ill for several 
weeks but was thought to be well on the road 
to recovery when death unexpectedly. 
His passing was a great shock to his colleagues 
in the Department and to the many persons 
throughout the State who knew and respected 


came 


him, 





Joseph H. Hixson 


Born on May 4, 1896, in Cambridge, Ohio, 
Mr Hixson received his early education in the 
schools -of Ohio and studied at Ohio Uni- 
versity and Ohio State University, receiving the 
degrees of bachelor of science in education and 
master of arts at the latter institution. He had 
completed the required work for the doctorate 
but had not received the degree. Mr Hixson 
had taught in the schools of Ohio, had served 
as director of Americanization work for the 
United States Army and had been a county 
superintendent of Ohio | before 
coming to the Department in 1928 as assistant 
Buildings and Grounds Di- 
the retirement of Frank H. 


schools nm 


in the School 
Upon 


vision, 


Wood he was named Director of the Division 
on August 1, 1929. 

To his public service Mr Hixson brought a 
keen mind, high ideals and a conscientious and 
industrious devotion to his large responsibility. 
He worked long hours and traveled to all parts 
of the State in his efforts to meet the many 
demands upon his Division, and his constant 
ambition was to provide school@buildings defi- 
nitely planned with a view to their educational 
purpose. Those who knew him respected his 
good judgment and sound integrity and loved 
him for his genial personality. 

Reporting his death to the Board of Regents 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
characterized Mr Hixson as 
working and efficient official.” The Board of 
Regents at its meeting on February 19th 
adopted a formal resolution expressing its great 
sorrow at the death of Mr Hixson and its 
appreciation of his devoted and effective serv- 
ices to the State of New York and the cause 


“a loyal, hard- 


of education. 
Children’s Bureau Sponsors 
Child Health Day Observance 


In accordance with a resolution of Congress 
in 1928, May Ist is proclaimed by the President 


of the United States as Child Health Day 
The Children’s Bureau of the United States 
Department of Labor sponsors Child Health 


Day activities at the request of the State and 

Health Authorities of North 
The theme for the Day is “ Health 
The objective 


Provincial 
America. 
Protection for Every Child.” 
is the promotion of year-round child health 
service in every community including services 
handicapped children. The 
has suggestions for the 


for physically 
Children’s Bureau 
observance of the day including a list of health 
plays prepared by the American Child Health 
\ssociation. 


on (ne 


The La Salle Memorial Committee of South 
Bend, Indiana, is sponsoring the observance on 
March 19th of the 250th anniversary of the 
death of René Robert 
LaSalle, the influence of 
affected the history of Canada, the Great Lakes 
Ohio Mississippi River 


Cavalier, Sieur de 


whose exploration 


region and the and 


valleys. 
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Issued semimonthly during the tel year — 
the State Education Department 








Cuartes F. Proses, Editor 





This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 


M. ARCH E 1937 


Death of Elihu Root 


The death of Elihu Root on February 7th 
removed one of the small group of eminent 
persons upon whom The University of the State 
of New York has conferred an honorary 
degree. 
death to the Board of 
Commissioner of 


In reporting his 
Regents on February 19th, 
Education Frank P. Graves said: 


I greatly regret to report the death on Febru- 
ary 7, 1937, of the Honorable Elihu Root, 
at various periods Secretary of War, Secretary 
of State and United States Senator, upon whom 
The University of the State of New York had 
the honor of conferring the degree of doctor 
of laws in 1915. 


Senator Root died at the age of 92 and had 
for some years been living in retirement, but 
during his long period of activity he held a 
dozen of the most important positions in politi- 
cal, social and diplomatic affairs within the gift 
of the United States and the State of New 
York. He likewise served as chairman or 
member of the board for a large number of 
educational, literary, art, legal and charitable 
organizations, and lectured at Yale, Princeton 
and other prominent educational institutions. 
He was the author of a number of histori- 
cal, constitutional and international books and 
addresses. 


Mr Root had been honored by practically all 
the leading universities and colleges of the 
United States and the Dominion of Canada and 
by many in Europe and South America. He 
had also been decorated with orders from 
foreign countries, and awarded the Nobel Prize 


and the Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow 
Wilson medals for services to public adminis- 
tration and _ international peace. He was 


America’s foremost statesman. 





THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


The Board of Regents adopted the following 
resolution on Mr Root’s death: 

Voted, That the Regents of The University 
of the State of New York express their pro- 
found sorrow at the death of Senator Elihu 
Root, distinguished as a jurist, statesman and 
humanitarian, and their deep appreciation of 
his noble character, wise counsel and unfailing 
helpfulness in all questions relating to the wel- 
fare of the State and the Nation. 


—o———_ 


Dr Alfred C. Thompson Is Dead 


Dr Alfred C. Thompson, who retired in 
June 1936 as principal of the Brockport State 
Normal School, died on February 16th in 
California. Doctor Thompson served for 
26 years at the Brockport school and had 
previously been a successful high school prin- 
cipal and superintendent of schools in Massa- 
chusetts and New York. 

A graduate of Yale University, Doctor 
Thompson later studied at Clark University 
and at Ludwig-Maximilian University in 
Germany. He received the honorary degree 
of doctor of pedagogy at the New York State 
College for Teachers at Albany in 1913. He 
was president of the New York State Teachers 
Association in 1914-15. 

His administration of the normal school was 
eminently successful, and he was a leader in 
the development of the teacher-training pro- 
gram of the State. 

“He was a man of broad mind and genial 
personality,” Commissioner of Education 
Frank P. Graves, “and his passing will bring 
real sorrow to the school forces of the State.” 

The Board of Regents at its meeting on 
February 19th expressed deep regret at the 
death of Doctor Thompson and recorded its 
appreciation of his long and faithful service 
to education. 


said 


a | 


Bird Day and Arbor Day Issues 


Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
has designated Friday, April 9th, as Bird Day 
for the schools of the State. 

The March 15th issue of the Bulletin to the 
Schools will be devoted to the observance of 
Bird Day, and the April Ist issue will be the 
Arbor Day number. The New York State 
Museum is cooperating in compiling articles 
helpful to teachers in planning observances of 
3ird Day and Arbor Day, 
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Frank B. Myers, Forestry 
College Official, Dies 


Frank B. Myers, director of extension of 
the New York State College of Forestry at 
Syracuse University and supervisor of 11 New 
York State collegiate centers, died in Syracuse 
on February 14th. He was 47 years old. His 
unexpected death was a shock to the many 
persons with whom he had been associated 
throughout the State. 

A graduate of the State College of Forestry, 
Professor Myers entered the forest service in 
1914, served with the American Expeditionary 
Forces in France, was associated with the 
United States Forest Service and returned to 
the State College of Forestry in 1927 as assist- 
ant professor. 

In a tribute to Professor Myers, Dean Samuel 
N. Spring of the College of Forestry said in 
part: 

Few men have had better experiences than 
he to prepare him for a decade of work at 
his Alma Mater to which he was recalled to 
serve in extending the knowledge of forestry 
and its application in New York State. 
Throughout the State today are planted forests 
that will long stand as monuments of the 
vigorous campaign which he made with his 
associates for reforestation of idle acres. 

When responsibility for the emergency col- 
legiate centers in central New York was placed 
on the college by the State Education Depart- 
ment he accepted their direction cheerfully and 
attacked the problem in the same keen fashion 
that has characterized all his work. 

Professor Myers was an ardent public servant 
all his life. His zeal for public service was 
a part of his religion. He was known as a 
man of integrity and was highly esteemed 
for his many genial human qualities by all 
with whom he came in contact. 


ee 


Physical Education Group 
Will Meet in New York 


The annual convention of the American 
Physical Education Association will be held in 
New York City April 21st through April 24th. 
19th to the 2Ist are visiting days in 
the program. 


April 
various phases of 

Headquarters for the convention will be 
located at the Pennsylvania Hotel. Advance 
information concerning the convention will be 
published in the next issue of the Journal of 


Health and Physical Education. 
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Two Members of 
Professional Boards Die 


Dr Luther Fiske Warren, a member of the 

Board of Medical Examiners since July 28, 
1928, and its president from December 1, 1934, 
died on January 18th. In reporting his death 
to the Board of Regents on February 19th, 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
said: 
_ Doctor Warren was a physician of great dis- 
tinction and a notable public servant. In addi- 
tion to being the head of the Department of 
Medicine at Long Island College of Medicine, 
he was consulting physician to a number of hos- 
pitals and was active in many civic and profes- 
sional organizations. As a member of the 
Board of Medical Examiners, he worked per- 
sistently for the raising of standards in medical 
education and licensure and brought to his work 
the same whole-hearted devotion which charac- 
terized all of his many public activities. 

Commissioner Graves also reported the death 
on January 30th of Dr George C. Diekman, 
member of the State Board of Pharmacy for 
46 years. A graduate of the College of 
Pharmacy and of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Columbia University, Doctor 
Diekman “demonstrated unusual ability as an 
educator and administrator,” said Commissioner 
Graves. “ His services to pharmacy and to the 
State of New York were always dependable 
and of inestimable value,” said Doctor Graves. 

The Board of Regents expressed its sorrow 
at the deaths of Doctor Warren and Doctor 
Diekman and its appreciation of their effective 
services. 


—_o——_- 


Howard R. Bradley Elected 
District Superintendent 


Howard R. Bradley has been elected district 
superintendent of schools of the first super- 
visory district of Chautauqua county. He 
succeeds the late Superintendent Merton E. 
Hubbard. Superintendent Bradley was gradu- 
ated from the Union-Endicott High School. 
He received his bachelor’s degree at Syracuse 
University in 1925 and his master’s degree at 
the same institution in 1932. He has also 
studied at Cornell University. His teaching 
service includes positions as teacher of science 
and agriculture at the Greene High School, 
1925-30, and principal of the Sinclairville High 
School, 1930-36. 
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Regents Act on School 
and College Matters 


The Board of Regents at its meeting on 
February 19th in New York City admitted to 
the University Aquinas Hall in New York City 
as a middle high school of two years grade. 
The Board advanced the grade of the Bellport 
Union School from middle high school, 2 years, 
to middle high school, 3 years. 

The Board granted a provisional charter to 
the Epiphany Apostolic Junior College in the 
town of New Windsor in Orange county. An 
absolute charter was granted to the Ursuline 
School of New Rochelle and the charter of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
was amended by granting authorization to con- 
fer the honorary degrees of doctor of sacred 
theology and doctor of Jewish theology. 

The Board approved the following appoint- 
ments: Morey C. Bartholomew, of Buffalo, as 
a member of the board of visitors to the State 
Buffalo to succeed his 

Glenni 

Parishville, as a mem- 
Potsdam 


Teachers College at 

brother, the late A. 
Warren O. Daniels, of 
visitors to the 


3artholomew ; 


ber of the board of 
State Normal School to succeed the late Hugh 
A. Grant; Dr Edwin P. Maynard jr, of 
Brooklyn, as a member of the State Board 
of Medical succeed the late 
Dr Luther F. Warren. 


Examiners to 


— 


Howard R. Johnson 
Is Elected Superintendent 


Howard R. Johnson has been elected super- 


intendent of schools of the first supervisory 


district of Broome county. He succeeds 


Superintendent Frederic W. Strong. Superin- 
tendent Johnson is a graduate of Hobart 
College in the class of 1927 and has taken 


advanced study at Syracuse University and the 


University of Rochester. Since 1933 he has 
been teacher of science and mathematics and 
vice principal of the Deposit High School. 


He previously taught at Manchester, Delavan, 
Irondequoit and Hancock. 


The formal dedication of the annex to the 


Eggertsville School took place on Febru- 


ary 12th. 
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Seward S. Travis, Former 
Sayville Superintendent, Dies 


Seward S. Travis, who retired in 1932 as 
superintendent of schools at Sayville, died sud- 
denly on January 16th at his home in Sayville. 
He was 61 years old. 

Superintendent Travis was appointed princi- 
pal of the Sayville High School in 1920 and 
in 1928 was named superintendent of schools. 
Under his leadership the school system grew 
rapidly and many improvements were made. 
Before going to Sayville he had taught at Derby 
and had been principal at Panama, Sherman 
and Greenport. 

Active in educational organizations, Mr 
Travis was a former president of the Associated 
Academic Principals and was one of the found- 
ers and a former president of the New York 
State Public High School Athletic Association. 
He was held in the highest esteem throughout 
the State. 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 

Eastern Music Educators Conference, Buffalo, 
April 13th—-16th 

Association for Childhood Education, 
Antonio, Texas, March 30th—April 3d 


San 

Eastern Commercial Teachers Association, 
3oston, Mass., March 24th-27th 

American Physical Education Association, New 
York City, April 21st-—24th 

Council of School Superintendents, 
Inn, September 26th—28th 


»aranac 
Teachers’ conferences: first district of Tomp- 
kins county, Newfield, March 16th; first 
district of Saratoga county, District 6, 
Clifton Park, April 27th; District 1, Half- 
moon, May 4th; District 9, Malta, May 24th; 
Jonesville, May 28th; Stillwater, June 3d; 
second district of Saratoga county, District 8, 
Ballston, April 26th; District 8, Charlton, 
April 29th; District 3, Galway, May 6th; 
District 5, Milton, May 25th; District 5, 
Providence, June Ist; third district of Suf- 
folk county, South Huntington, April 16th; 


fourth district of Erie county, 3rant, 
April 9th; Collins, April 16th; second 
district of Nassau county, Valley Stream, 


April 30th 
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Central Rural Schools Used as Community Centers 


A study by the Rural Education Division of 
the Department of the extent to which the cen- 
tral rural schools of New York State are 
providing adult social and education programs 
indicates that such schools are more and more 
serving as community centers. Replies to a 
questionnaire from 114 central rural schools 
reveal that the schools during the past school 
year were used for assemblages for entertain- 
ment, lectures, study groups, demonstrations, 
health services and adult education courses. 


Replies from 105 schools on the general use 
of school buildings showed that 37 schools used 
the buildings for dramatics, 37 for dinners, 32 
for dances, 30 for games, 21 for musical pro- 
grams, 15 for motion pictures, and smaller 
numbers for other forms of entertainment. 
Assemblages not classified as entertainment in- 
cluded 22 for lectures, 12 for study groups, 8 
for educational films and slides, 3 for home 
bureau demonstrations, 4 for music study and 
appreciation and 20 for miscellaneous gather- 
ings. A number of the schools reported the use 
of school buildings for health services, 20 
schools having held clinics, 11 having used the 
buildings for diphtheria inoculations and smaller 
numbers reporting gatherings for other health 
purposes. 


Twenty-five schools reported a gross attend- 
ance at adult functions of 3000 or more during 
the year, not including the attendance at athletic 
events and plays by pupils. These schools and 
their reported attendance are: 

Newark Valley, 30,500 
Morris, 30,000 

Van Hornesville, 21,050 
Brockport, 18,500 
Trumansburg, 8700 
Treadwell, 6880 

North Rose, 5775 
Madison, 5590 
Williamson, 5300 
Sharon Springs, 5375 
King Ferry, 4240 
Tully, 4500 

Wolcott, 4000 
Middleburg, 3680 
Adams, 3820 

Lake Pleasant, 3600 
Hillsdale, 3690 
Schoharie, 3500 


Northville, 3460 
Otego, 3400 
Narrowsburg, 3300 
Friendship, 3200 
Pine Plains, 3050 
Pocantico, 3050 
Cazenovia, 3000 


Sixty-one per cent of the 105 schools held 
more than 20 meetings last year in the build- 
ings; 23.8 per cent held more than 50 meetings 
during the year; 12.4 per cent held 70 or more 
meetings; and 5 per cent held more than 100 


meetings. 


Forty-one of the central rural schools re- 
ported courses for adults with regular teaching 
staffs. Courses in agriculture, homemaking, 
business music, art and dramatics, 
recreation, political and social science, academic 
subjects, crafts and science were provided in 


subjects, 


the order named. 


The range in the number of weeks of instruc- 
tion was from five weeks to 35 weeks a year, 
with the median at ten weeks. There was a 
range of one hour to ten hours a week in the 
hours of instruction a week, the median being 
two hours; and a range of six hours to 80 
hours, with the median at 20 hours, in the 
number of hours of instruction a year. The 
average enrolment of adults for a school was 
62 and the average number of adults to a class 
was 18, 


Boys’ and Girls’ Week 
Observance Begins April 24th 


The 1937 observance of Boys’ and Girls’ 
Week will be from April 24th to May Ist. 
This week is observed annually in hundreds of 
communities throughout the United States and 
well, its 


countries as purpose 


in many other 
being to focus the attention of the community 
upon boys and girls and their problems and 
to enlist the cooperation of all agencies and 
individuals in a year-round program for the 
development and preservation of character in 
the coming generation. A manual of sugges- 
tions may be obtained from the National Boys’ 
and Girls’ Week Committee, 35 E. Wacker 
drive, Chicago, Ill. 
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Department Makes Study of Teacher Demand 


A study of teacher demand in the public 
schools of New York State during the present 
school year made by the Teacher Education and 
Certification Division of the Department shows 
that in September 1936 there were 4468 new 
teachers employed in the public schools outside 
the cities of Buffalo and New York. Of this 
number, 510 were employed in cities, 645 in 
villages and 3313 in supervisory districts. Of 
every four new teachers obtaining positions in 
the public schools of the State in September 
1936 one was teaching in schools under the 
jurisdiction of a city or village superintendent 
and three in schools under the jurisdiction of 
district superintendents. 

In this study a new teacher is defined as one 
making contract for the first time with the 
public school authorities of a city, village or 
district. One who merely changed his position 
in a school system was not considered a new 
teacher. 

There were approximately 200 fewer new 
teachers employed in September 1936 than in 
September 1935 and 800 fewer than in Sep- 
tember 1934. Dr Hermann Cooper, Assistant 
Commissioner for Teacher Education and Cer- 
tification, explains that this situation is due in 
part to the fact that in 1936 there were fewer 
teachers in the service who were compelled to 
give up their positions because they held non- 
renewable or limited certificates issued upon 
one or two years of preparation following high 
school graduation. 

Of the 4468 new teachers employed in Sep- 
tember 1936, 2129 were inexperienced; the re- 
maining 2339 had completed one or more years 
of teaching. Only 181 of the inexperienced 
teachers were employed by cities and 220 by 
villages; the remaining 1728, representing 80 
per cent of the total number, were employed 
in schools under the jurisdiction of district 
superintendents. 

Doctor Cooper points out that although there 
were more new teachers in September 1934 than 
in either September 1935 or September 1936 
there were more inexperienced new teachers 
employed in either September 1935 or Septem- 
ber 1936 than in September 1934. He infers 
from this that there is no longer an oversupply 
of experienced teachers and that local school 
authorities are now turning to the inexperienced 
normal school or college graduate to fill 


vacancies. 


New elementary school teachers who began 
teaching in September 1936 numbered 2391. Of 
this number, 171 obtained positions in cities, 246 
in villages and 1974 in supervisory districts. 
There were 1974 new secondary school teachers 
who began teaching in September 1936, of 
whom 323 obtained positions in cities, 379 in 
villages and 1272 in supervisory districts. Of 
the 1974 new secondary school teachers, 810 
were employed to teach academic subjects and 
1164 were employed to teach special subjects. 
Of those employed to teach academic subjects, 
536 were assigned subjects in one subject field, 
252 in two subject fields and 22 in more than 
two subject fields. 

The greatest demand for persons qualified to 
teach academic subjects in one subject field was 
in English. One of each three new teachers 
assigned to teach subjects in one academic field 
were English teachers, one of each four were 
social studies teachers and one of each five were 
science teachers. 

The greatest demand for persons qualified to 
teach subjects in two academic fields was in the 
subject combinations of French and Latin, 
mathematics and science, and English and social 
studies. The greatest demand for persons quali- 
fied to teach a special subject was in the fields 
of commerce and music. There was also a 
considerable demand for those qualified to teach 
physical education and home economics. 

The number of new teachers employed for 
service in administrative and supervisory posi- 
tions or as specialists, such as school psycholo- 
gist, school hygiene teacher, school nurse-teacher 
or medical supervisor, was 103. 


——_o-———- 


Schools May Obtain Materials 
for Observing Mann’s Birthday 


In connection with the Horace Mann Cen- 
tennial, which is being observed this year, plans 
are going forward for the observance of 
Horace Mann’s birthday on May 4th. The 
Division of Publications of the National Edu- 
cation Association has prepared a special birth- 
day packet of materials helpful to elementary 
schools in the development of programs. These 
packets may be obtained at 50 cents each by 
sending orders to the National Education Asso- 
ciation, 1201 16th street N. W., Washing- 
ton, D. C. 
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Sullivan County Teachers 
Form Science Study Group 


With the aim of improving the teaching of 
science, particularly in the elementary grades, 
Sullivan county teachers have organized a 
science group that has been meeting for the 
past two years. This is a voluntary organiza- 
tion of teachers formed upon the initiative of 
Leon J. Weiss, science teacher in the South 
Fallsburg High School. 

This in-service training program was 
launched because the teachers believed that the 
majority of pupils entering secondary schools 
lacked an adequate science background and 
because by their own appraisal elementary 
teachers realized the need for more adequate 
preparation for science teaching. Secondary 
school science teachers and elementary teachers 
have given the project whole-hearted support. 

The group has met Monday nights for the 
past two years in the Liberty High School. 
The meetings have been planned in advance, 
with the whole group participating. Secondary 
school science teachers have shared in the 
instruction, each taking charge of a field in 
which he is a_ specialist. Instruction has 
included the presentation of the underlying 
scientific principles and facts essential to 
elementary teachers and demonstrations to illus- 
trate either the principles or phenomena devel- 
oped in the discussions. The meetings have 
ended with a general discussion and an agree- 
ment by the group as to a desirable grade 
placement of the materials. The members of 
the secondary school group meet informally 
for the discussion of problems relating to such 
topics as science clubs, science assemblies, visual 
aids, current science literature, evaluation of 
objective tests and current practices. 

Because of the success of the science club 
the teachers of Sullivan county are now seeking 
to organize similar groups in other fields. 


Theme for Observance of 
Education Week Announced 


The 1937 observance of American Education 
Week will take place from November 7th to 
13th. The general theme will be “ Education 
and Our National Life.” In answer to re- 
quests for earlier preparation of material 
helpful for the observance of the week, the 
National Education Association has issued a 
leaflet announcing the dates and giving the 
themes agreed upon by representatives of the 
three sponsoring organizations —the National 
Education Association, the United States Office 
of Education and the American Legion. 

The American Education Week program for 
1937 is built around two special observances of 
nationwide interest and certain educational 
issues of vital concern at the present time. 
American Education Week is expected to be 
the final and most significant occasion of the 
Horace Mann Centennial. One day is to be 
given over especially to this celebration. The 
topic, “ Schools and the Constitution,” is timely 
because the Constitutional Sesquicentennial will 
be in progress at that time and because of 
intense public interest in constitutional issues. 

The suggested themes for the different days 
are: 

Sunday, November 7th, Can We Educate for 
Peace? 

Monday, November 8th, Buying Educational 
Service 

Tuesday, November 9th, The Horace Mann 
Centennial 

Wednesday, November 10th, Our American 
Youth Problem 

Thursday, November 11th, Schools and the 
Constitution 

Friday, November 12th, School Open House 
Day 

Saturday, November 13th, Lifelong Learning 
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